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royal treatment

Forget serious reconstruction — a good makeover can turn
even the most drab Victorian into a regal beauty

WORDS (

Faced with a promising perod room
that’s begging for a makeover? Here's how
as the starting
point for some inspired decorating, with
no structural changes required

When Shane McLucas bought this
Victorian Sydney terrace, the lounge was
a woetul sight. Years of nq_]ut had taken
their toll

to use its original features

damp had seeped up through
the walls, the ceiling was cracked and the
floor was covered in drab Berber carpet.
A black grill covered the freplace, which
was painted a sludgy mission brown.

But the room was far from a lost cause
“We really loved the openness of the
room and the big windows,”
“We wanted o make it look grand, but

savs Shane.

whiteonline.com.au
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liveable, at the same time.” S0 up came
the carpets, the paint was scraped off the

walls and fans were used o dry out the

1ﬁ|.1~;|:q:r The damp sections were cut out of

ceiling cracks filled up.
new  blackburt flooring
on top of the existing floorboards, and
squeezed insulation batts in berween
for sound-proofing (a clever solurion
for those who want
apartments — this room i1s on the hrst
loor), He stained the boards in Wartyl
Dark Wenge, which were
to bring out the grain. The rich, deep
colour visually anchors the furniture.
Instead of highlighting the fireplace,
Shane did as the French do in their

the walls and the

Shane laid

timber floors in

then sealed
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painted it black, then
rlazed it for a slick look using Porter’s
gl i it | lick look g Port

chireaux and

two-process French Glaze — which,
with the new granite hearth from Granite
and Marble Works,
team with the furniture and accessories
here. Rather than contrasting
contemporary pieces, the period

along
makes it a cinch o

featured
with the
details, such as the ceiling rose and the
fireplace, blend in seamlessly,

Bur the real piéce de resistance is the
Marilyn chandelier, 51195 from Special
Lights on Crown. It casts a whole new
light on those stylish end
tables and the gorgeous wool rug.

QOur final this
room? Clest magnifigue! hb

l.'|1i|.' -.'|1.Lir=~,

verdict on clegant
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